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COLUMBUS, Ohio – Voters elected three candidates to the Ohio State Board of Education on Tuesday 
who oppose fights over LGBTQ students in bathrooms and attempts to control how American racism is 
discussed in social studies classes.  The Ohio Federation of Teachers and the Ohio Education 
Association contributed tens of thousands of dollars to help the campaigns of former state sen ator 
Teresa Fedor of Toledo, Tom Jackson of Solon and Katie Hofmann of Cincinnati, who each won their 
races against more conservative candidates. Candidates the unions did not support, including one who 
ran unopposed, won races in two districts. 

The unions were involved in recruiting the three candidates. Fedor and Hofmann are each former 
teachers and members of OFT. Jackson, a businessman, is a volunteer coach at Solon High School and 
serves on the Solon City Schools Strategic Planning Team. Their members volunteered to knock on 
doors and spread the word about the candidates. 

They also gave their candidates a big fundraising boost. In addition to writing checks for each 
candidate’s campaign — OEA gave $13,700 to each candidate’s campaign and the OFT gave $12,000 to 
Fedor and Jackson and $13,700 to Hofmann — the unions spent at least $100,000 to get them elected 
through an independent super PAC called Educators for Ohio. The PAC is normally controlled by OEA, 
but OFT this year was also involved in it, said Melissa Cropper, president of the OFT.   

The super PAC spent money only on the three state school board candidates, said Scott DiMauro, 
president of the OEA.  “The three individuals who won those contested races are all strong advocates 
of public education, they have strong records on that,” DiMauro said. “I would anticipate they would 
work closely with other members of the state board who have been pushing back on some of those 
(culture wars) attacks. How everything is going to play out still remains to be seen, because you still 
have an extremist faction that is pushing some of those resolutions. Some of those members are still 
there.” 

Fedor defeated Sarah McGervey, a Catholic school teacher who talked about parental rights against 
perceived liberal bias in education and keeping LGBTQ protections out of Title IX. Jackson defeated 
incumbent Tim Miller and Cierra Lynch Shehorn, who was ran further to the right of Miller. Hofmann 
defeated conservative incumbent Jenny Kilgore. 

Hoffman, Jackson and Fedor vastly outraised their opponents.  Kilgore individually raised $5,800 in 
2022. Hofmann raised nearly $44,000. Jackson raised $53,000 this year, compared to Miller’s $7,600 
and Lynch Shehorn’s $4,800. 

Fedor’s and McGervey’s campaign finance reports are more complicated. McGervey ran for the Ohio 
House in August. After she lost that race she ran for the state board. Her total fundraising haul was 
$15,000. Fedor was a sitting senator in 2021, the beginning of the two-year funding cycle, and she 
raised $95,000 during the two-year period. 

Other candidates who won but were not supported by the unions include incumbent member John P. 
Hagan, a conservative on the board, who beat a challenge from Robert R. Fulton. Neither candidate in 
that race received the unions’ endorsement. Ohio State Board of Education President Charlotte 
McGuire won reelection unopposed.  Ohio Value Voters, a conservative Christian organization, backed 
the conservative slate of candidates, including Hagan. 

As Ohio students fell academically behind from remote learning during the pandemic and Ohio has 
been without a permanent state superintendent for more than a year, conservatives on the state 
school board pressed to take on several controversial issues over the last year.  
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Last year, conservatives on the board successfully overturned an anti-racism resolution that the board 
had previously passed in the wake of George Floyd’s death.  Two members of the state board who 
voted to overturn the anti-racism measure were defeated Tuesday night: Miller, of Akron, and Kilgore, 
of Hamilton County. A third supporter of the resolution, Kirsten Hill – who organized a bus from 
Lorain County to attend the “Stop the Steal” rally on Jan. 6 but said she never entered the U.S. Capitol – 
opted not to seek reelection. 

More recently, conservatives on the board have been pushing a resolution that would urge local school 
districts to defy Title IX protections for LGBTQ students that are being proposed by President Joe 
Biden’s administration, potentially putting federal money for free and reduced lunch and special 
education in jeopardy. The resolution remains under consideration. Board members have spent 10 
hours taking public testimony and discussing it since September.  

Most of the state school board campaigning and fundraising took place in just the past two months, 
Cropper said.   

“Remember, this election cycle, no one knew what the lines were going to be,” she said.  Every 10 
years, the boundaries for the Ohio State Board of Education shift when Ohio Senate boundaries are 
redrawn. Gov. Mike DeWine changed state school board boundaries Jan. 31, a move panned by critics 
as gerrymandering.  DeWine didn’t change the school board map, even as state mapmakers shifted the 
Senate’s boundaries found to violate the Ohio Constitution, and on July 14, Ohio Secretary of State 
Frank LaRose notified county boards of election to use the Jan. 31 changes DeWine made.  Candidates 
for the state school board, which are nonpartisan, had to file to run for the seats Aug. 10, which left 
just a few months to campaign. 

“It really was a crunch in trying to get quality candidates to run,” Cropper said. “We had incumbents 
we know that were not pro-public education, who were in my opinion, pushing these culture war 
issues at the state board level. And it was just critical to us that we could get them out of there. So we 
definitely were looking for people who understand public education, who have been engaged in 
conversations about equity, social-emotional learning, the whole child approach, all the things that are 
really important to us.” 

The whole child approach refers to the state board’s 2019-2024 strategic plan that says the state is 
concerned with the “whole child,” not just academics but stressors children experience at home that 
can influence learning. In 2019, the Ohio Department of Education unveiled social-emotional learning 
standards that aim to help children become successful in their interactions with others, to establish 
positive relationships, manage their emotions, and make healthy, drug-free choices in life. 

“My estimation is that people rejected extremists and the extreme issues that they’re bringing to the 
table and children are caught in the middle,” Fedor said Wednesday. “I believe this is an overall 
rejection of using our children as political fodder.”  Fedor had the most name recognition among the 
state school board candidates. In addition to her legislative career, she was on the Democratic 
gubernatorial ticket this spring with former Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley.  Fedor said that as she 
campaigned, she talked about reducing the number of standardized tests kids have to take. She talked 
about her own time in the classroom, when she worked an additional part-time job at the Toledo Zoo 
to make money for classroom materials. 

She said she learned that people were horrified that Hill led Ohioans to the Jan. 6 rally.   “There was a 
flood of different ideas and thoughts about what’s going on,” she said. “And they did not support the 
extremists who are bringing the extreme issues forward. The culture wars in the classrooms have to 
end so we can get to the business of educating our children with quality public education.”  
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